
f Try to instigate a child's interest
6s-66)

D Provide a well-tuned piano or a

in  music .  (Reynolds.  lc )60,

keyboard in  the home.

Music for
Preschoolers

A Checklist for
Choir Directors and Parents

f  Avo id  s t ress ing your  ch i ld  through c lock hurry ing,  which
involves asking preschoolers to perform psychological and
phys io log ica l  tasks qu ick ly .  (E lk ind.  1987,  p .48)

f Avoid stressing your chi ld through calendar hurrying,
which involves asking preschoolers to complete
deve loprnenta l ly  inappropr ia te  tasks.  (E lk ind,  1987.  p .49)

f Rernember that rtrusic act iv ' i t ies should be presented to ages
ccrnception to three. as "r?^rr l ' t  tc ' tLrret l  infonnulguidance."
(Go rdon .  1990 ,  p .  l )

f  Remember that ntusic act ivi t ies should be presented to ages
three thrcugh f ive as ".\r /r /( ' / t tred 

infornlal guidance." (Gordon,

1990 .  p .  l  )

- l  Preschoolers learn music through repeti t ion, just as they
learn language.

J  Tape recorc l  your  preschooler 's  music  act iv i ty  group at
chulch as of ien as possible and play the tape throughout the
u'eek fbr yor-rr chi ld.

J  Unders tand that  a  d i rect  cor re la t ion ex is ts  between a ch i ld 's
nrus ica l  env i runrnent  (honte.  day ca le .  church)  anc l  the ch i lc l ' s
rnusicir l  apti tLrde Qxttertt iul to learn rnusic based upon innate
p lus env i ronmenta l  fac tors) .

J  Mothers  need to  s ing to  thc i r  ch i ldren (Reynolds.  1960,  pp.
6-5-66)  and rnove the i r  bod ies rhythrn ica l ly  whi le  s ing ing.
(Gordon.  1990.  pp.  t t9-90)

f  Prov idc qual i ty  rccord ings in  the home.

f  At tend concer ts  wi th  your  ch i ld .

j  S ing at  chr , r rch as a  rne mber  o f  thc  cor r -uregat ior r .

J  L is ten fbr  yor , r l  ch i ld 's  a t tempts  to  musica l ly  babble .  to
irnitate songs. or to crei i te songs during routine or play.
Encourage yor . r r  ch i ld 's  a t tempts  to  make music .  but  do not
l i r ree thern lo  p l r r t ic ipatc .
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tr Try to learn and understand the importance of music in child
developrnent.

[ l  L is ten ing act iv i t ies  are the ntost  i r lpor tant  in  preschooler 's

musica l  deve loprnent .

E Remember  that  ch i ldren begin  to  exh ib i t  s t rong musica l
pref'erences between the ages of four and five and that the
music  most  o f ten heard a t  that  t ime wi l l  become the ch i ld 's
musical pref-erence. (Peery& Peery. 1986: Schuckert &
McDonald.  1968)

U Demonstrate rather than explain. Many preschoolers lack the
appropriate vocabulary to share musical understandings
convent iona l ly  wi th  adul ts .  (McMahon.  l9 t t4 :  Van Zee.  1916)
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